and Fitness Center. 


‘ee Lirlano sinks a free throw helping to lead the Knights to victory 
59-48 against UConn-Avery Point on Saturday, Jan. 10 at the Sport 
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- Finally! 
~ Rice to be inducted 


Northem Essex 


Community College 


‘Devastating’ 
cuts loom 


College awaits final 
word on the amount 
of budget reduction 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC will receive an additional 
budget reduction for the current year 
on top of the $1.2 million reduction it 
already received in October, and that 
is just the beginning of the upcoming 
cuts the college faces. 

It is anticipated the reduction will 
be | to 2 percent of the state support 
allocation the college receives, 
according to Vice President of 
Administration and Finance Sue 
Wolfe. 

Back in October, the college 
received a 5 percent reduction in its 
state support, which equaled a $1.2 
million budget cut. 

State support makes up approxi- 
mately 40 percent of NECC’s budget. 

The college is still awaiting word 
on what the specific amount of the 
cut will be from Gov. Deval Patrick, 
which he is expected to announce 


later this month. 

“Tt will be really challenging 
because it is happening mid-semester 
and we would have to make cuts 
mid-semester,” Wolfe said. 

Since the budget cut is for the 
current 2009 fiscal year, which ends 
in June, that money would have to be 
saved in the next five months, 
according to Wolfe. 

“It’s hard because classes are 
already in session for spring, plans 
are made...we have everything 
planned until May. It’s very disrup- 
tive.’ Wolfe said. 

These cuts are only the beginning 
of the budget cuts the college is 
expected to receive in 2009. 

“The worst is yet to come. It’s 
going to be very difficult,” 
David-Hartleb said. 

Hartleb said at the December 
Board of Trustees meeting that the 


President 


college expects a budget cut of 
approximately 9 percent, a loss of $3 
million, for the 2010 fiscal year, 
which begins in July. 
“That will be devastating,” 
Hartleb said. 
Continued on Page 5 


NECC requests voluntary compliance to smoking policy 


Smoking ban to be 
fully enforced in the 
fall of 2009 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


In an email sent to the college 
“community last week NECC out- 
lined its new smoking policy, urg- 
ing students and staff to voluntarily 
comply with the policy this semes- 


ter and offering smoking cessation - 


classes to encourage quitting. 

This email emphasized the key 
component of the new policy, that 
“smoking will only be allowed in 
private vehicles lawfully parked on 
campus lots that the smoker is 
authorized to be in.” 

If someone is caught smoking 
elsewhere on campus the email stat- 


ed, “violators would first be 
admonished and provided with edu- 
cational literature.” 

President David Hartleb said 
last semester that if security sees 
someone smoking the guard would 
inform the smoker of the new poli- 
cy and give them information on 
the smoking cessation classes. 

Chief of Security Bill Blouin 
said he is worried that with the new 
policy students will just end up hid- 
ing in places, such as behind trees, 
to smoke. 

“We’re just going to go up to 
them and tell them they can’t 
smoke here,” Blouin said. 

The college will remove ciga- 
rette receptacles from around cam- 
pus and signs designating smoking 
areas, replacing them with new 
signs stating the smoke free policy. 

The new policy will be fully 


Violators would first be admonished 
and provided with educational 


literature. 


enforced in the fall of 2009, bring- 
ing with possible disciplinary 
action if violated: 

As part of the new policy, free 
smoking cessation classes led by a 
American 


certified Lung 


Association facilitator are being 


offered on both the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses this semester. 
Last semester, Hartleb called 
the smoking ban and smoking ces- 
sation classes “an educational 


opportunity.” 


Hartleb said the funding for the 
classes is provided for in the budg- 
et. 

“It isn’t horribly expensive,” 
Hartleb said, in light of the recent 
budget situation. 


The college’s Board of Trustees Baga 


voted unanimously to approve the 
smoking ban last November. 

The ban was approved despite 
the work of student groups and the 
faculty teachers’ union to reach a 


compromise. 


Paeveaer pees 
Ironic juxtaposition out- 
side of B building. 
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Be the change 


America inaugurated a new 
president this week, who was 
elected on the promise of change. 

But this change is not some- 
thing that we can now just sit 
back for and wait to happen. 

It’s not something that one 
man can do. 

We have to take part in this 
change. 

“Make sure this election is 
not the last we do to change 
America, but only the begin- 
ning,” President Barack Obama 
said last week. 

Indeed, our part in this 
change didn’t end when we cast 
our vote on Election Day. 

Obama has issued a call to 
service to the American people, 


which he intends to lead by 
example, and said everyone has 
got to be a part of it in order to 
accomplish this great promise of 
change. 

Therefore, we must be the 
change we -want to see in the 
world, as Gandhi once said. 

Our tiny part in this change is 


part of something bigger. 


“Don’t underestimate the 
power for people who join 
together to accomplish great 
things,” Obama said. 

We have to hold our govern- 
ment, and ourselves, account- 
able. 

De Tocqueville said, “In a 
democracy, the people get the 
government they deserve.” 

We deserve more. 

Change has come to America. 

And it starts with us. 


To Our Readers: This issue of the Observer introduces a redesign of our 
Page One flag. We look forward further design improvements through- 


out the semester. © 
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Allyssa Gilliam, Liberal Arts 
“Retaining my GPA.” 


David Perez, Business Transfer 


“Have a good start off my first 


semester here.” 


Stephanie Souers, General ; 
Studies/Dance Option 1 
“Try to figure out what I want to — 
do for my career.” . 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez . 


Seth Dallaire, History Major 
“Graduating and getting my 
grades up.” : 


David Porter, 
Studies/Nursing 
“Basically just pass all of my class- 
es and make something out of 
myself.” 


General 


Junior Leon, Accounting © 
“Yes, get back to a healthy state. 


' Take over Bill Gates’ business 


and go on a 10 year world tour. 
Foremost is my health, once my 
health is good then I'll take over 
the world.” 


Just when you 
thought it was over, 


‘Sarah Palin is back — 


‘By HANSEL LoPEz 
Opinion Editor 


Just when 
everyone had 
thought that the 
drama from the 
2008 election 
— was over, 
‘Sarah Palin is 
back and this 
time it’s per- 
sonal. Palin has 
qreturned . with 
‘guns blazing and taking aim at those 
cowards in the mainstream media 
\(puns definitely intended). ; 
Months after the election Palin 
‘has returned to the spotlight in hock- 
‘ey mom mode seeking a little pay- 
‘back to those she feels have wronged 
her and her family. Sure this all 
sounds like the tagline for another 
“Death Wish” sequel, but Palin truly 
feels that the media tarnished her 
‘image during the campaign and now 
she’s giving them a piece of her 
mind. 

Whatever she says or does usual- 
ly gets massive amounts of media 
coverage, but since now she’s lashing 


out at the media I expect it ironically 
to get twice the amount of attention. 
Palin expressed her feelings about 
the media in an interview with for- 
mer Conservative radio-show host 
John Ziegler for an upcoming docu- 
mentary titled “Media 
Malpractice...How Obama _ got 
Elected.” 

Wow, Obama wasn’t even inau- 
gurated and there were already docu- 
mentaries being made about him, 
excellent start. Maybe Ziegler can be 
the conservative version of Michael 
Moore. That would be very interest- 
ing as both filmmakers have a ten- 
dency to make controversial docu- 
mentaries that contain some ques- 
tionable statistics. Ziegler is already 
facing heat from Mark Blumenthal of 
Pollster.com and New York Times 
writer Carl Bialik over some mis- 
leading polls used in the film. 

This is all good, but biased polls 
aside what apparently is the “Oscar 
moment” for this film is the Palin 
interview. She hardly ever wanted to 
meet with the media, so reporters 


were forced to use what information , 


was made available from her years in 
the Alaskan political scene. And 
when she did meet with the media 
she would have mixed results. 

The prime example being the 
interview with Katie Couric and the 
question of what did Palin read? It 
was a simple, straightforward ques- 
tion that didn’t need a complicated 


answer, yet Palin fumbled it com- 
pletely and couldn’t name a single 
Journal, or publication that she read. 
She instead opted for the vague semi 
excuse answer of “all of them.” I 
mean if you really don’t read any- 


thing press related at least lie and 


make yourself seem like you’re in the 
know, and besides what kind of pub- 
lic official doesn’t read anyways. 

Palin’s response to why other 
reporters weren’t pressuring her to 
answer the question “Katie you’re 
not the center of everyone’s uni- 
verse:” sorry Katie this is Palin’s 
world we just live in it. Apparently 
you can’t do that traditional reporter 
stuff when you’re interviewing an 
Alaskan official. Palin then goes on 
to say that after filming the first seg- 
ment of the Couric interview she 
knew it wasn’t going well and fin- 
ished the rest against her will because 
the people running the McCain cam- 
paign felt it would be a wise choice. 
She also claimed “I never saw the 
interview after Katie edited it, every- 
body spliced it together, whatever 
they did and then aired it. I never saw 
how it came across.” 

Another thing that gets me about 
the interview is that Palin felt that the 
question was more about if people 
read at all in Alaska. Look Palin the 
question was simple; all we wanted 
to know was a little more about your 
background, the keyword being you 
not the state of Alaska. 


Dear Editor, : 

I'm writing because I'm wondering what is the moti- 
‘vation of the administration and trustees regarding the 
‘new smoking ban policy. I know the actuarial insurance 
companies compile drive policy and rates 16 year old teen 
males pay more than 30 year olds. Those with higher risk 
behaviors pay more for life insurance than those who live 
a more conservative lifestyle. I wonder if schools who 
pass smoking bans campus wide get a reduction on their 
rates for their staff and students. So the group pays a 
lower rate by banning the high risk behavior of the few. 

I wonder about individual and collective rights and I 
wonder about power, formal and informal. If there is not 
a financial incentive why wouldn't those in authority who 

have both formal and informal power not use informal 
power to influence behavior rather than formal power. 
The use of formal power outside in the name of health 
seems like an imposition of one's personal lifestyle on 
another. ¥ 

It seems to me that the academy would want to create 
_a microcosm of ideal free state, democracy, due process, 
and tolerance. Imposing rules about lifestyle choices 
|seems autocratic and intolerant to me. How does an auto- 
cratic administration role model ideal behavior for its stu- 
dents? Future managers training at NECC learn they can 
impose their will in the name of good health. 

Will the administration forbid breathing the air or 
drinking the water which as we know are both polluted? 
Will they ban the sale of hot dogs and potato chips at the 
fitness center and require the sale of organically and local- 
ly grown foods only? Will they require everyone to 
engage in some kind of aerobic exercise? Will they forbid 
anger and all type A behaviors? 

The research indicates these latter two are more dan- 
gerous to one's health than smoking. I think now is the 
time for the use of informal power, leadership through 
positive role modeling. I see Dr. Glenn routinely working 
out, for instance. Why not apply for funding grants 
through NIH and NIMH for prevention program funding. 
Begin a campaign, a crusade of education. The coercive 


use of formal power certainly is more dangerous to our 


health than smoking. 

History details the results of the coercive use of for- 
mal power-passing laws in the name of good. Is this what 
the academy is about? Is this good education? I think not. 
Frequently I see bumper stickers suggesting people to 
question authority and reality. Such questions are consid- 
ered routine in research so in the case of the administra- 
tions and trustees ban on smoking on campus | find 
myself questioning if it is constitutional. | wonder if any 


clubs on campus, Amnesty International, Students for a 


Democratic Society, the Student Senate or any of the 
unions have access to legal counsel in such matters? 


A tule of 50 feet away from a building seems a rea- 
sonable compromise among the rights of individuals, but 
a complete ban from anywhere on campus? Is this not a 
violation of someone's personal right to choose to smoke? 
I find myself questioning authority and the reality being 
so constructed. ; 

I remember in the south as a kid there were bathrooms 
for men, women, and colored and there were water foun- 
tains for white and colored. I don't think that was consti- 
tutional but it was defacto practice. ‘ 

Recently I was talking with someone on the staff a 
school. I was expressing my incredulity at the rightness of 
the administration and trustees and President being able to 
pass a no smoking ban for all people anywhere on cam- 
pus. I found it remarkable when this staff person began to 
laugh at my question, the staff person said of course he 
can. 

Behavioral and social scientists such as Milgram, 
Zimbardo, and Bandura have researched compliance to 
authority, obedience, conformity to the group, group 
think, and role modeling those rewarded for violent 
behavior. : 

I think it is time for those of us who are members of 
this academic community to wonder together if we are not 
falling into such social psychological constructs. Social 
scientists recommend having a devil's advocate in every 
group as a safe guard against such common social psycho- 
logical tendencies. Who does the administration have in 
their group who is assigned to such a role. Our constitu- 
tion has created different governing bodies so that power 
might be balanced and decisions might be tested for their 
alignment to basic human rights. Does the academy have 
such? 

He can pass any rule he wants, he's the President, as 
if it was the most obvious thing in the world. Frankly I 
was shocked and surprised, but I'm also shocked when our 
history books teach the European expansion in the United 
States as the “development of the west.” Such unques- 
tioned social constructs in the academy I find shocking. 
Of course when the German administration met in 1942 to 
discuss the “Jewish problem,” at least 9 of those present 
held doctorates. As they talked of people's skin turning 
pink after immersion in the gas chambers the word death 
was never used rather those at the meeting spoke of the 
need for the evacuation of the Jews. 

This staff person's incredulous response to my ques- 
tion leads me to believe we do not addendum. I believe 
the staff person's words were more to the effect and I par- 
aphrase, not necessarily an exact quote, of course he can. 
He's the President he can pass any rule he wants. 

Thank you, 

Dan McGraw 

NECC Faculty Member 


if 


Her other target in the documen- 
tary seems to be Tina Fey (of all peo- 
ple) because of her impersonations of 
Palin on Saturday Night Live. First 
off let’s clear the air a little and 
remember that Palin isn’t the first and 
won’t be the last politician that gets 
made fun of on SNL. Gerald Ford, 
George Bush Sr., George W. Bush, 
John McCain, Ralph Nader have all 
been made fun of on SNL and they 
never complained. When the sketch- 
es originally aired Palin didn’t seem 
to mind and went on to show up on 
one of the last episodes of that sea- 
son. Now she feels like those sketch- 
es mocked her family (i.e. her preg- 
nant daughter debacle) and that Fey 
much like Couric exploited her to 
gain some momentum for her career. 

The fact that Fey was named 
entertainer of the year by 
Entertainment Weekly will only give 
Palin more reasons to feel like she’s 
been “exploited.” However to me it 
seems important to point out that if 
anybody is exploiting her it’s proba- 
bly Ziegler who is using her inter- 
view footage as a means to get people 
to watch his documentary. Why else 
would this clip be on YouTube and 
getting attention from major news 
outlets? 

Palin’s other concern is that she 
feels like if she had run for the 
Democratic party as opposed to the 
Republican she would have been 
embraced or as she put it “I think 


What is the reason for smoking ban? Students invited to 


ype 
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You can put lipstick on a pitbull... 


they would’ve loved me as a candi- 


. date.” Last I checked when Palin was 


announced as the Vice President 
nominee and she gave her speech at 
the Republican National Convention 
lots of people did in fact love her, she 
was responsible for reenergizing 
McCain’s base and attracting new 
potential voters with her charisma 
and blue collar appeal. All that was 
lost when people started realizing 
how ill equipped she was to be run- 
ning for Vice President. 

In Palin’s world apparently only 
Republicans get bad reactions from 
the press. Turns out President Barack 
Obama didn’t get labeled as Muslim, 
terrorist, being too black, not black 
enough and a socialist by all sorts of 
Conservative commentators. Those 
accusations are a lot worse than any- 
thing she’s been labeled as, but a bet- 
ter example would be Bush as he’s 
been mercilessly mocked almost 
since assuming power and has never 
complained (maybe because he’s 
come to terms with how much of a 
poor leader he was). 

At the end of the day I suggest to 
Governor Palin that if she wants a 
chance at running for presidency in 
2012 that instead of whining she 
should get her act together and learn 
about all of the little things (foreign 
policy for example) she had no idea 
she was talking about. It’s an attempt 
at trying to salvage an already useless 
reputation. 


join self study 


Dear Students of Northern 
Essex: 

As you may know the college is 
about to engage in a self study to 
fulfill the requirements of the New 
England Association of Schools 
and Colleges (NEASC) for accred- 
itation, a task to be completed by 
2010. What you may not know is 
what this means and what role you 
may play in this effort. 

The self study is a. process 
through which we will appraise our 
areas of strengths as a college as 
well as those areas in need of 
improvements. Many of the com- 
ponents to this assessment have 
been and continue to be explored 
through the collective efforts of 
Appreciative Inquiry, Program 
Review, Process Management, the 
Achieving the Dream Initiative, 
Strategic Planning and the Areas of 
Excellence in the Academic Master 
Plan. How is this self study differ- 
ent? This process encompasses all 
of the others and results in a com- 
prehensive analysis, appreciation 
and understanding of: 

What we do at the college? 

Why we do what we do? 

The ways we do it. 

How do we know it works? 

You are encouraged to play an 
active role in this process. We are 
inviting you to serve as a member 
of the steering committee. These 
are the individuals who will coordi- 
nate the efforts to examine the 
accreditation standards set forth by 
NEASC. It is a phenomenal oppor- 
tunity to be involved in a candid, 


honest, open and public look at 


Northern Essex Community 
College. The work we do will guide 
the college. Assignments will be 
determined ~ by your interests ~ to 
serve on one of the committees 
addressing the 11 standards for 
accreditation as. set forth by 
NEASC. 

Who should seek to be on the 
Steering Committee? YOU, if you 
have a vested interest in the col- 
lege’s work, can make a commit- 
ment of time and energy to the 
process, are curious about the inner 
workings of the college, enjoy 
meeting and working with col- 
leagues, and wish to be part of a 
larger community. 

If you can make the commit- 
ment to the college and would like 
to serve as a member of the 
Steering Committee, please send an 
email directly to Maggie Lucey 
(mlucey@necc.mass.edu) by Jan. 
26. There will be an open meeting 
to discuss the steering committee 
and the work involved held on 
Monday, Jan. 26 at noon in the Top 
Notch Theatre, 3rd floor, C 
Building. 

We look forward to working 
with all of you throughout the 
process. 


Thank you. 

Jim Murphy 

and Judith Kamber, 
Co-Chairs, 

NEASC Accreditation 
Self-Study 


Page 4 NECC Observer Jan. 21, 2009 


Former President 
Bush gets ready to 


ride into the sunset 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


‘a, 


I have been 
having a recur- 
ring fantasy 
> lately about 
; being in a 
movie, a remake 
of an old west- 
ern movie called 
The Outlaw 
Josie Wales. It 
could be called 
The Outlaw Georgie Bush. 

The setting is a desert wasteland 
a couple hours north of Yuma. The 
time: January 2009. The cast: Bush 
and me. In the opening scene, Bush 
and I have just broken camp after a 
breakfast of cowboy coffee and bis- 
cuits. The sun is coming up over a 
mesa and we are on our horses. Bush 
is wearing dust-covered rattlesnake 
boots, faded jeans and a greasy, old 
cowboy hat. He is unshaven; a tooth- 
pick hangs from his slightly-parted, 
dry lips. I am wearing an Amnesty 
International baseball cap, and smok- 
ing a crooked hand rolled cigarette. 
The scene opens with me talking to 
Bush: 


ME: “Georgie...you been 
drinkin’? (long pause) 


BUSH: (annoyed) Well there 


ain’t no harm in a man’s having a 
little taste now and then, is there? 

ME: Well, I reckon you got your- 
self a point. I don’t aim to be con- 
trary. But I got something I been 
wantin to tell you. I’ll give it to you 
straight... There’s talk in town. Folks 
say you’re thinkin’ you’re Harry 
Truman. Your name’s Bush, not 
Truman. I knew Truman, and you’re 
no Harry Truman... 

BUSH: Now don’t you start in to 
talkin’ to me like one of them no- 
count, back-east liberals, you hear? I 
ain’t havin’ any of it. 


We come up over a hill and 
before us is a small Indian village. 
Children play while black-haired 
women draw water from an old stone 
well. Their menfolk eye us suspi- 
ciously as we ride through in nervous 
silence. Georgie reaches down and 
feels the cold reassuring gun metal of 
the Colt .44 revolver hidden inside 
his pants. He mutters something 
under his breath about weapons of 
mass destruction. I think to myself, 
he’s a hard one, this outlaw Georgie. 
Finally we are outside the village. 
Bush breaks the silence. 


BUSH: You know what that was 
about? 

ME: Don’t know what yer talk- 
ing bout. 

BUSH: You saw the way them 
there injuns wuz eyein’ us back 
there...The way I got it figured is 
them injuns hate us cause of our 
freedom... They hate us cause we’re 
a free people. So I say bring it on. 


MCTcampus photo 


The future looks promising for the only cowboy left in American politics. 


ME: Dang it all, you just don’t git 
it do you? (I pause, and my voice 
changes to a softer tone in an appeal 
to Bush’s reason) Now listen and 
don’t you go bein stubborn. Nothin 
good can come from it, you hear? Go 
away from here, Georgie! And do it 
while the gittin’s good. Go start over 
in Paraguay... They can’t touch you 
there... And them folks down there 
take to your kind...You can learn 
yourself some German. Why, folks 
say Paraguay’s a place where a man 
can put on his cowboy boots, ride out 
all day and clear brush on his own 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 
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land, have his own homestead; it’s a 
place where a man can forget. 


Bush looks pensive, the monoto- 
nous silence of the desert is broken 
only by the clip-clop of horses 
hooves; we move southward toward 
the Mexican border. 


ME: You got yourself a good 
grubstake “from all them Hally- 
burtin’ contracts, don’tcha?... And 
them Carlyle Group fellers is goin to 
take care of you and yer kin, ain’t 
they? (Bush grunts to indicate yes) 


Well then, there you are. And 
Georgie, I ain’t no preacher. I ain’t 
got no call to lecture you none. But 
there’s one last thing...Don’t be for- 
gettin to exonerate yourself preemp- 
tively from prosecution before leay- 
ing office. Time’s a runnin’ out. I 
reckon folks in these parts is getting’ 
mighty ormmery bout things. Now do 
it, Georgie. Before it’s too late, 
before they figure out what you and 
your daddy done to em... 


Professor Mark Palermo is a mem- 
ber of the NECC faculty. 


- which financial and tax docu- 


CAMPUS BRIEFS : : | 


College Goal Sunday 


College Goal Sunday is a day 
where free assistance will be pro- 
vided for students and families 
seeking to complete the FAFSA 
financial aid application. It is 
being held on Sunday, Jan. 25 at 
2 p.m. on the NECC Lawrence 
campus, 45 Franklin St. Financial 
aid professionals will be on hand 
to provide one-on-one help. 
Interested students should regis- 
ter at www.masscollegegoalsun- 
| day.org. The Web site also lists 


| ments will be needed for the 
application. For more informa- 
tion, call Yohanka Rodriguez at 
978-556-3617. 


Play auditions 
Auditions for the NECC Top 
Notch Players’ production of 
‘Dead Man Walking” will be 
held on Monday, Feb. 2 at 6 p.m. 
in the Top Notch Theater on the 
3rd floor of Spurk (C) building. 
No experience is needed to audi- 
tion. The Top Notch Players 
believe in non-traditional casting. 
That means the best actor for the 
role regardless of race, ethnicity 
and sometimes gender. For more 
information, contact Jim Murphy 
at jmurphy@necc.mass.edu or 
Susan Sanders at 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu. 


Peace Poetry Contest 


Deadline for submssions for 
the Peace Poetry Contest and 
Reading is March 15 at 5 p.m. 
Send entries to 
peacepoetry@necc.mass.edu or 
NECC Peace Poetry Contest, 100 
Elliot St., Spurk 317H, Haverhill, 
MA, 01830. Readers will include 
student contest winners and 
adults whose peace poems appear 
in the “NECC Peace Poetry 
2008-2009” chapbook. For more 
information, visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/service_lear 


Baseball meeting 


A meeting will be held for 
those interested in the baseball 
team on Thursday, Jan. 22 from 3 
to 4 p.m. at the Sport and Fitness 
Center, room D129. 


Track meeting 


A meeting will be held for 
those interested in the mens and 
womens track and field teams on 
Thursday, Jan.22 from 4 to 5 p.m. 
at the Sport and Fitness Center, 
room D129. 


Does your campus organization 
have something to announce in 
Campus Briefs? Please e-mail 
the relevant information to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


_ found of budget cuts, 


‘Worst yet to 
come’ of 
budget cuts 


Continued from Page One 


A9 percent budget cut “would be 
huge,” according to Professor 
Suzanne Van Wert. : 

“We'd end up losing programs. It 
would be devastating to the students 
and the community,” Van Wert told 
the Eagle Tribune last semester. 

Hartleb said these budget cuts 
will result in fees being raised for the 
fall semester, additional layoffs and 
will have a direct impact on the peo- 
ple and educational programs at the 
college. 

The October budget cuts resulted 
in employee layoffs, including some 
in the area of Academic Affairs, 
according to Wolfe. 

Academic Affairs also received 
the largest dollar cut in the recent 
losing 
$366,126, or 3 percent of its budget. 

Hartleb said in December the col- 
lege was still finalizing layoffs for 
some employees, but there was plan 
to keep them on for a period of time. 

The college. was able to defer a 
couple of layoffs, according to Wolfe, 
but in light of the additional cuts the 
school will have to revisit them. 
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No change in shuttle 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


Despite the hardships NECC 
students had with the shuttle buses 
last semester, this semester will not 
be any better as there will not be an 
additional shuttle bus this semester 
due to lack of funds, according to 
Vice President of Administration 
and Finance Sue Wolfe. 

“The college is pleased to be 
able to continue shuttle services, 
running two shuttles throughout the 
day, even in this severe fiscal envi- 
ronment. But the harsh reality is we- 
cannot add to this service, at least 
this time,” Wolfe said. 

The United States is embracing 
a recession. that has affected 
Northern Essex Community College 
through continued budget cuts. 
According to Wolfe, the state sup- 
port to the college was cut by over 
$1.2 million. The situation doesn’t 
end there, as Wolfe said that they 
expect to hear about another reduc- 
tion to the budget, diminishing the 
possibility for an additional shuttle 
bus. 

Last semester there was chaos 
when crowded shuttle buses affected 


yar McBride photo 
Lack of funding shuts the door on 


an additional shuttle bus. 


students’ punctuality to class. Due 
to the great number of incoming 
students and the reduced size of the 
new shuttle buses, many students 
missed the shuttle buses, which 
caused them to miss their classes as 
well. 

Wolfe also mentioned that 
shuttle services offered between 
campuses for spring semester 
would be the same as last fall. 


NECC goes green to save green 


Committee forms to 
address energy 


conservation 
By MADELYN KIDDER 
Correspondent 

NECC recently formed the 


Environmental Impact and 
Sustainability Committee in order to 
increase efficiency of gas and elec- 
tricity consumption throughout the 
college. 

This initiative will include pur- 
chasing all Energy Star-rated comput- 
er monitors and appliances. 
According to the EISC, by making 
investments on Energy Star products, 
these purchases will pay for them- 
selves within three years. 

~NECC will also adopt what is 
called the U.S. Green Council’s 
LEED Silver Standard or equivalent. 
This conveys leadership in energy and 
environmental design by using the 
Green Building Rating System. This 
system encourages and accelerates 
global adoption of sustainable green 
building and development practices 
through the creation and implementa- 
tion of universally understood and 
accepted tools and performance crite- 
ria. In other words, buildings should 
have certain ways of being built in 
accordance to proper energy compli- 
ance for better savings on all types of 
electricity, heat, etc. The first NECC 
building to have this LEED Silver 
Standard will be the new Allied 
Health building at the Lawrence 
Campus. 

“Tt’s the right thing to do,” Tom 
Fallon, co-chair of the committee, 
said as to why he wanted to constitute 
this environmental committee. 

“Most community colleges are 


Sani Tae 


required to make these environmental 
changes across the country,” Professor 
Paul Chanley, who is also co-chair of 
the committee, said. 

NECC is also going to be recy- 
cling more items, such as bottles and 
cans, and including a SMART policy. 
What this SMART policy will include 
is the college lowering the heating 
temperature to 68 degrees and trying to 
balance the heat throughout the build- 
ing. The campus will also be shutting 
down the heating and electricity during 
the holidays and vacation times for 
additional energy savings. 

A mechanism for tracking how 
well the college is doing as far as cli- 
mate control is being implemented 
through NECC’s partnership with 
EnerNoc. EnerNoc is an energy sav- 
ings resource firm affiliated with 
National Grid, the local electric com- 
pany. If the college is using too much 
electricity or heat, they will be 
informed of the problem and will be 
asked to minimize the electricity con- 
sumption for a certain period of time. 
This interception will help the college 
with a reduction of their electric bill. 

The Environmental Impact and 
Sustainability Committeé took a survey 
of the “carbon footprint” of the cam- 
puses. This survey showed the amount 
of electricity and gas consumption by 
students and employees, including 
areas such as airfare and MVTRA shut- 
tle buses. NECC’s carbon footprint for 
2007 was 14,721 tons of CO2 generat- 
ed. This information will serve as a 
foundation for future surveys so the 
college can monitor the outcome of the 
EISC committee. 

Students and employees are also 
encouraged to car pool to help with gas 
emissions. The college is rewarding car 
pooling with preferential parking. Ten 
parking spaces on the campuses have 
been allotted for people who car-pool 
to promote this plan. 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. This log covers 
incidents between Dec. 16, 2008 and 
Jan. 16, 2009. 


Dec. 27, 2008- A deer was shot 
by a hunter off campus,in the 
woods behind the C building park- 
ing lot and the wounded deer wan- 


Savings begin to take 
shape as a result of 


conservation efforts 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC saved $25,000 on electrici- 
feasts by closing the college for 11 
ys between Dec. 24 and Jan. 5 as 
part of its energy conservation initia- 
tive, according to Vice President of 
Administration and Finance Sue 
Wolfe. : 

This equaled an approximate 30 
percent reduction of the college’s elec- 
tricity and gas consumption for that 11- 
day period. 

e’re really pleased because we 
were able to achieve these savings,” 
Wolfe said. 

These savings are part of the total 
energy savings goal of $120,000 built 
into the budget for the year. 

The college was also closed over 
Thanksgiving break for the same pur- 
pose, resulting in a 25 percent reduc- 
tion in energy consumption during that 
4-day period, according to Wolfe. 

Tas was the first year for the ener- 
4 conservation closing over winter 

reak and, according to Wolfe, there 
will be changes in the future. t 

For the next winter break closing 
the college is considering allowing reg 
istration and enrollment staff to wor' 
over the break because they recently 
camé back from break to a “flurry of 
work,” according to Wolfe. : 

An additional action the college 
took to both conserve energy and gen- 
erate savings included reducing the 
temperature to 68 degrees in all cam- 
pus buildings. 

At December’s general staff meet- 
ing President David Hartleb said this 
action is critical to generate savings in 
the college’s heating bill. j 

“Tf 68 degrees is too cool, bring a 
jacket or sweater,” Hartleb said. 


Deer shot behind C bldg. parking lot 


dered onto the perimeter of campus, 
10:40 a.m. 


Jan. 7, 2009- The college was 
closed due to inclement weather. 


Jan. 7, 2009- An employee was 
hit by a plow on the maintenance 
road, 6:30 a.m. 


January 16, 2009--A car accident 
occured in Lot 1, 11 a.m. 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
f-om AP wire reports 
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Birds, an aviation 
hazard, hit 1 in 10,000 
flights 


WASHINGTON - Airplanes 
chew up birds all the time but 
sometimes the birds win. That 
may be what happened Thursday 
in New York when a US Airways 
Airbus 320 made a crash landing 
in water shortly after taking off 
from LaGuardia International 
Airport. : 

Flight 1549's pilot reported a 
“double bird strike” to air traffic 
controllers moments after taking 
off, and said he had lost thrust in 
both engines, said Alex Caldwell, 
a spokeswoman for the National 
Air Traffic Controllers 
Association. Technically, that 
means the plane had struck, or 
been struck by, two birds, 
Caldwell said. 

But Air Line Pilots 
Association safety committee 
chairman Rory Kay said the pilot's 
message could easily have meant 
that the jetliner had ingested birds 
in both engines or that it had been 
struck by more than just two birds. 

- “It's not easy to count birds,” 
Kay noted wryly, when you're tak- 
ing off or landing and typical 
speeds can exceed 100 railes per 
hour. 

Federal Aviation 
Administration spokeswoman 
Diane Spitaliere said, “Bird strikes 
do happen from time to time.” She 
said there haven't been many 
major accidents due to bird 
strikes, “not in many years, not 
like this one. ... It's more common 
in general aviation, smaller air- 
craft.” 

From 1990 to 2007, there were 
nearly 80,000 reported incidents 
of birds striking nonmilitary air- 
craft, about one strike for every 
10,000 flights, according to the 
FAA and the Department of 
Agriculture. 


Bathroom Break: Did 
inauguration have 
enough? 


WASHINGTON - To Conrad 
Harrell of port-a-potty supplier 
Don's Johns, the inauguration of 
Barack Obama will be historic, 
but not in the way you might 
think. 

“This is the largest temporary 
restroom event in the history of 
the United States,” he said. 

Don's Johns is providing many 
of the 5,000 port-a-potties for the 
inauguration, but there are other 
suppliers as well, such as Mr. 
John, Johnny Blue and Johnny on 
the Spot. 

In all, there will be 5,000 port- 
a-potties from about 10 different 
vendors for Barack Obama's inau- 
guration. On Thursday, they stood 
ready on the mall, port-a-potty-to- 
port-a-potty, some green, some 
blue, others gray. 

The big question: will they be 
able to handle the. call, er, nature's 
call, of the up to 2 million people? 
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These words are | Qhama’s moment also belongs to young voters 


never to be 
spoken again 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


“Tt’s that time of year again;” the 
“maverick” wordies at Lake Superior 
State University in Michigan 
released their 2009 banished words 
list. 

While most people. were on 
their “staycation” trying to reduce 
their “carbon footprint” the folks at 
LSSU were on a “desperate search” 
“from Wall Street to Main Street” 
to find the words for their 34th 
annual List of Words to be 
Banished from the Queen’s English 
for Misuse, Over-use and General 
Uselessness. 

LSSU is attempting to be a 
“same changer” in leading the initia- 
tive to banish these words from our 
collective vocabulary. 

There will be no “bailout” to 
save these words, as people “go 
green” when they hear them spoken 
repeatedly. 

The former “first dude” of LSSU 
public relations, Bill Rabe, released 
the first banished words list in 1976. 
This year’s list comes from thou- 
sands of nominations received 
through the.university’s Web site. 

Although the words chosen for 
this year’s list were more than “the 
winner of five nominations,” they are 
all losers for ending up on the ban- 
ished words list. 

And while some words are con- 
sidered “iconic,” the words on this 
list, “not so much.” 


WASHINGTON (MCT) - For 
millions of young voters, President- 
elect Barack Obama’s victory was a 
clarion call to put aside the cynicism 
and disaffectedness that had defined 
Generations X and Y and help change 
the course of the nation. 

Their response was a resounding 
“Yes, we can!” 

Throughout the long campaign, a 
multiethnic coalition of millions of 
iPhone-wielding, Facebook-friend- 
ing, tech-savvy, Twittering young 
voters used all the tools in their arse- 
nal to convince friends, strangers 
and, yes, even their baby boomer par- 
ents to vote for Obama. 

This moment, his moment, 
belongs to the young, and they plan 
on taking a firm grip on the torch 
being passed to them. 

“My generation is the transition 
between the old ways of thinking and 
a more progressive period,” said 
James Baker, 21, a junior. political 
science major at the University of 
California, Davis. “The past election 
has demonstrated that young people, 
if they did vote, they could have a 
huge impact. That’s something peo- 
ple never gave my generation credit 
for before.” ~ 

According to exit polls, roughly 
68 percent of voters age 18 to 30 
voted for Obama. 

Obama’s forward-looking per- 
spective, uncontaminated by the 
baby boom generation’s fixation on 
the cultural struggles of the 1960s, 
resonated with younger voters. 

For the generation that came of 
age during the prosperous 1990s, the 
nation’s current economic downturn 
was a stark wake-up call, said Larry 
Berman, who is Baker’s political sci- 


ence professor at UC-Davis. Many 
young voters will be entering the job 
market, or attempting to change 
employment, at a time when jobs are 
scarce. 

In Obama, young voters see an 
agent of change, someone who could 
help them fulfill those hopes and 
aspirations, Berman said. 

“In my entire 33 years of teach- 
ing at UC, I’ve never seen students 
more motivated or more informed 
than they were in this election...what 
you noticed was excitement,” 
Berman said. 

“The one danger, and I always 
tell them this, is that they could also 
be so disappointed. What happens if 


super-Obama can’t fulfill things? . 


Will they become disinterested, 
alienated?” 

Students at Alabama A&M, a his- 
torically black college in Huntsville, 
Ala., were engrossed in Obama’s 
candidacy and hope that his presiden- 
cy will herald a new era of opportu- 
nities for their generation. During the 
election cycle, they discussed 
Obama’s bid with professors, many 
of whom lived in the South during 
the civil rights movement of the tur- 
bulent 1950s and “60s and attended 
debate-watching parties and wept 
when he won. 

“The environment was so 
empowered. It gave me chills. People 
were crying. One of my friends was 
screaming and crying. For this 
moment in time nothing else’ mat- 
tered. Everyone was happy for this 
one common thing,” said Brittani 


Lewis, 21, a biology major at 


Alabama A&M. 
However, as the afterglow of 
Obama’s election wanes, Lewis, who 
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A group of young voters celebrate Obama’s victory in 


Chicago on Nov. 4, 2008. 


will soon enter the job market, 
watches the dismal economic news 
with dismay. Though she feels 
assured of a job in health care, she 
worries that her classmates’ opti- 
mism might be dashed. 

“Everyone needs to realize what 
(Obama’s) inheriting,” Lewis said. 
“People’s hopes are so high, and he’s 
getting something that is historical. 
It’s not going to be fast. Change is 
going to happen over time. He’s not 
going to be able to get it done 
overnight.” 


As the under-30 crowd relishes 
its new taste of electoral power, it 
looks at a nation scarred by econom- 
ic woes and widespread dissatisfac- 
tion with business, media and politi- 
cal leaders, and wonders: what next? 

“The collapse of Wall Street and 
the cost of education is very real to 
these kids, and they think Obama is 
going to do something about that,” 
said Gary Rose, a professor and the 
chairman of the department of gov- 
ernment and politics at Sacred Heart 
University in Fairfield, Conn. 


“The Leadership Academy has given me the opportunity to 
appreciate and understand various leadership styles and 
provided me with the means to discover my own. | have 
also gotten to know some of the wonderful people who are 
leaders at NECC. They have all been very helpful in shar- 
ing their experiences and guiding us through our journey of 
the academy.” 4 

-Donna Bertolini, Director of Assessment & Tutoring Services 


CONGRATULATIONS 


to the first class of 
graduates of the NECC 
Leadership Academy 


e EXPAND 
your leadership 


strengths - “The discussions, resources and structured time for reflection — 


have been thought provoking and enjoyable. | have learned 
to appreciate different leadership styles and qualities and 
acquired some greater understanding of my own as well!” 
e ADDRESS Jane Gagliardi, Program Coordinator: Human Services 
real issues 
important to 
community 
colleges 


and NECC 


“The Leadership Academy is and will continue to be an excel- 
lent learning experience and a wonderful source of informa- 
tion. It will help me grow as a leader and help me to pursue 
future leadership roles. | am finding even now that I can apply 
what | have learned into my present position within the col- 
lege community and also in my union duties.” 


-Tommie Corbett, Systems Analyst: Client Computing 


"This has been such an enrichment opportunity; meeting 
new colleagues and collaborating on.a more personal level 
with everyone involved in this program. It is exciting and 
refreshing to be around so many colleagues who share the 
same vision for NECC.” 

-Gisella Nash, Associate Director of Title V 


e COLLABORATE 
and work with 
your colleagues 


“Being part of the leadership academy has been a wonder- 
ful educational experience. | have been able to learn so 
much about leadership and the necessary skills to become 
a leader. | feel blessed for the opportunity that | have been 
given to grow professionally and personally. 


-Niurka Aybar, Associate Director of Community Relations 


For more information, email Judith Kamber at jkamber@necc.mass.edu or visit www.necc.mass.edu/leadershipacademy 
Application deadline is February 9 


Hollywood! 8 skinny 
image may still be 


damaging self-esteem 


IBY MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Take a look 
at any magazine 
_ tack nowadays 
_and it's as if 
Hollywood has 
_ taken a step or 
five backward in 
the world of self 
image and 
boosting a girl's 
self-esteem. 

) Covers of maga- 
zines declaring how to lose ten 
pounds in a week, or, like on the 
cover of February's “Seventeen 
-Magazine;” “Your 2009 Ultimate 
Body Plan! Get Healthy & Hot,” that 
even comes with a chart with exer- 
“cises on one side and a plan with 
alternative foods on the other side. 

| Everywhere inside the magazines 
on display at the local grocery store 
| are stories about celebrities that have 

‘been putting on too much weight, 
“celebrities that lost their baby weight 
quickly and how and even stories of 
| how certain celebs that looked per- 
| fectly fine a month ago are now gor- 
| geous one skeleton later. How are 
| images like this supposed to make 
the young girls of today's society feel 

| even with programs like the one ran 
| by dove to help women gain self- 


| young women and girls to be true to 


“The Women” can 
| be a movie for any 
one, not Just women 


By MErISSA LIVERMORE 
_ Arts and Entertainment Editor 
AND STEPHEN PURPLE 
Staff Writer — 


When many people hear someone 
mention the movie “The Women” they 
think either chick flick or mother daugh- 
_ter bonding movie. Being a female I was 
curious and wanted to view the movie 
“just to see what all the hype had been 
about, and when it came out on DVD 

over vacation I could-not help but make 
my boyfriend rent it and sit down with 
_me, watching every minute. It was not 
_-what I was expecting at all. I was able to 
| sit back and watch the movie and laugh at 

- the things that reminded me of my friends 

and L. I was also able to just sit back and 
| enjoy the plot line with my boyfriend 
even though the cheating husband in the 
movie, Stephen Haines, and my 
boyfriend share the same first name, 
which made it a little awkward. 

I saw everything in the movie as if 1 
have seen it before, in my aunt and moth- 
er, my friends, my relationships and my 
growing up with a single mom. I was able 
to just laugh and I got the insanity of 
things like the fighting between the best 
friends that makes no sense but all the 
sense in the world. I especially loved Jada 
Pinket Smith's line, “Don't point that 
thing at me Edie it’s loaded!” when Debra 
Messing's pregnant character chooses her 
as her birth coach for the experience. 
When you look at it from a guy's point of 
view though, everything changes. 

This movie was definitely something 


esteem. Even the celebrities that tell’ 


Arts & Entertainment 


themselves and not to worry about 
image are becoming more cautious 
with their weight and have dropped 
pounds to impress the not-so-loving 
culture that we have created as a 
world obsessed with something just a 
little bit prettier. 

For the Jan. 12 “In Touch” mag- 
azine there is an unusually large 
amount of pages in the section of 
"Body News: Slim for the New Year' 
that includes an article about how 
Tori Spelling “got her bikini body 
back,” how Ashlee Simpson is “eager 
to lose the baby weight,’ Jessica 
Alba has a section on how she got 
back her hot bikini body, there's even 
a spot that mentions the “Biggest 
Loser's heaviest women ever” and 
how Kate Hudson and Anne 
Hathaway lost weight for their roles 
in “Bride Wars” by drinking a lot and 
just dancing to loosen up for the role. 
In fact Jan. 12 was a very big day in 
weight loss because even the cover 
of “People” magazine has the title 
“How They Lost 437 LBS! Real 
People, Real Diets, Every Budget.” 


Granted the 437 pounds was collec- - 


tively and not singly, and actually 
totaled to 923 pounds, but that is still 
a lot of pressure for a girl that may be 
in the fifth grade who is a little over- 
weight and doesn't fit in with her 
peers and she wants to lose weight 
and fit in. There is even an article in 
“People” that is all about how Oprah, 
one of the big “go be who you are.” 
people, is going to lose weight in 
2009. Heck, there are seven articles 
alone mentioned on the first page of 
the table of contents about weight 
loss, celebrity diets, reality diet 
shows and even an article called 
‘People’ Weight Loss Challenge.” 


SS of tausaltnre: we Snorapteees com 


This is not what these rags 
should be doing, but if a magazine 
has a hot, ditzy, skinny blonde that 
looks near anorexic it will sell, espe- 
cially if the ditzy blonde has an arti- 
cle in the paper over how she beat 
anorexia. It's not funny and it's not a 
good image to be showing young 
girls. Looking at elementary level 
girls nowadays makes a person sick. 
They're all wearing makeup and try- 
ing to look like super stars. This is 


obviously not a new trend, young , 


girls trying to imitate the media, but 
it's now gotten to such a young age 
that parents don't even seem to be 
trying to fight these un-idealistic 
images. There's an ad in “In Touch” 
that talks about Hollywood's trendy 
bandage dresses, which is essential a 
corset dress. It would be like taking a 
bunch of plastic wrap and squeezing 
it around you to fit in a dress, except 
this dress is already designed to do 
that to you to make you “lose five 
pounds in an instant.” They are even 
still pitching Britney Spears's diets 
on how she went from “flabby” to 
“thin” that detail her food schedule. 
Hollywood and the media are 


taking the ideals of weight too far 


and cramming them down everyone 
who goes out into public's throat. 
Granted it's the new year and every- 
one is trying to get ready for spring 
and summer by trying to get that per- 
fect beach body, but do they have to 
worry about whether they can look 


like Jessica Alba or Angelina Jolie? - 


No and they shouldn't, but they do 
and the images that are put out for all 
to see are the reason. It's time that 
women stop worrying about how 
celebrities look in comparison to 
themselves and just try and feel right 


Men on ‘Women’ 


The main actresses from “The Women” from left to right: 
Jada Pinkett Smith, Annette Benning, Meg Ryan, Debra Messing. 


of a leaming experience. From the very 
beginning it tries to put you in a woman's 
mind, even though it seems more like 
robo-shop with a running countdown of 
how much time is left and target acquired 
interactions with merchandise. I found 
myself questioning how many women 
truly think and act this way, openly slight- 
ing those nearby and praising the art of 
stealing a husband from his wife. 

Even fixations with Nicole Kidman’s 


cellulite and memorizing point systems ~ 


for diets are considered important in a 
woman's world. And just about any irreg- 
ular motion automatically means some- 
thing is wrong, because women have a 
feeling about these things. 

I even saw women rushing into one- 
person bathrooms to talk, and jumping in 
and out of conversations like you're talk- 
ing to five people at once. There is even a 
fight near the end of the movie between 
two best friends that ends up with each of 
the women yelling compliments back 
and forth like their mind hasn't registered 
that they are no longer angry at each 
other. 

So even though I was thrust into a 


world I obviously know very little about, 
feelings still translated over. I felt sorry for 


‘the characters that were betrayed, I felt 


happy when there were successes and the 
birth of a baby boy, the only male casted 
for the movie, was a moment-to be 
enjoyed by all. Oh, and most importantly 
I learned to never trust a manicurist with 
any of my secrets. Gossip will run ram- 
pant with them in the world. 

So even with a movie out there with 
a step-by-step of how most of real 
women do actually act, men are still skep- 
tical about things like whether or not we 
gossip about sex, or boyfriends, their mis- 
tresses, whether or not someone is being 
a good mother or not and how one 
woman has wronged another, but if 
you're that woman's friend you are so 
proud of her. It's funny to see things from 
both sides of the spectrum about just one 
side. 

As for recommending the movie to 
other people as a woman yes the movie 
should most definitely be seen; it's hyster- 
ical and emotional and just perfect and 
from a man's opinion the movie is a go for 
its amusement and insightfulness. 


for themselves. Take the magazines 
advice if you like, but don't try and 
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Hollywood sending wrong message 


NEW MOM 
DIET SECRETS 


HO 


Courtesy of dailyblabber ivillage corti 
Cover of “US Weekly” as an example of bad image of 
weight over the past few years. 

be on the cover of the magazine. 


Wizards 


J.K. Rowling has 
entered the wizarding 
world once again 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


J.K. Rowling's new book, “Tales 
of Beedle the Bard,” came out just in 
time for Christmas and in time to earn 
Rowling some more money in place 
of pushing back the “Harry Potter and 

-the Half Blood Prince” film. Above 
the title on the cover is the caption, 
“A wizarding classic from the world 
of Harry Potter,” as if Harry Potter's 
world really does exist. 

Published by Children's High 
Level Group in New York City, 
“Tales of Beedle the Bard” is essen- 
tially five fairy tales based in the wiz- 
arding world that have a moral and a 
punishment to explain why that 
moral is important to have. After 
every fairy tale there is a commentary 
by Albus Dumbledore that briefly 


explains his opinions of what the sto- » 


ries were meant to teach and then he 
rambles on about something from his 
youth or something having to do with 
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry. There is also an intro to the 
book that explains why 
Dumbledore's commentary is there 
and how it was Hermione Granger 
that translated the book to be pub- 
lished and how the foot notes are by 
J.K. Rowling. 

The five fairy tales in this collec- 


tion are; “The Wizard and the 
Hopping Pot,” “The Fountain of Fair 
Fortune,” “The Warlock's Hairy 
Heart,” “Babbitty Rabbitty and her 
Cackling Stump” and “The Tale of 
the Three Brothers,” which was men- 
tioned in “Harry Potter Seven: The 
Deathly Hollows.” They are all rather 
short and are very much like the fairy 
tales that almost everyone has grown 
up with. To sum up the moral and plot 
of “The Wizard and the Hopping Pot” 
is as simple as to say there was once 
a kind wizard who helped muggles, 
or non-magical folk, with his caul- 
dron and had one son. One day the 
kind old wizard passes away and 
leaves his cauldron to his son. His son 
refuses to help the muggles and with 
each muggle he turns away the caul- 
dron takes on the ailments of the per- 
son and hops on his one foot follow- 
ing the son until he can no longer rest 
and gives in to helping the muggles, 
finally getting peace and quiet by 
learning he needs to help those who 
are less fortunate. 

The book as a whole can be 
placed with the “Harry Potter’ books, 
but its simplicity makes it very much 
a children's book and a good one at 
that. For the older “Harry Potter” 
readers this may be an essential book 
to your collection, but the only to 
gain from it besides amusement is 
maybe a little bit of a better view into 
the thought process of Dumbledore. 
For a children's book I would give it 
five stars, but for the non-child like 
mind two stars. 
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The first real gossip 
column of 2009 for 
the Spring semester 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


‘Ree heeae 
Christmas sea- 
son is over and 
celebrities 
were seen 
everywhere 
} with their kids, 
Paris Hilton 
«made a spark 
with George 

-— Clooney, 
tragedy struck with the sudden 
death of John Travolta's son, and all 
sorts of other non dire and very triv- 
ial gossip of the A-typical celebrity 
happened coming into the new year. 
Here's the latest: 

Celebrities seen with their 
kids: All over from Jessica Alba and 
her seven month old daughter 
Honor, the Obama's with their girls 
and even Gwyneth Paltrow was out 
with Apple and Moses. Everywhere 
you turn celebrities are out there 
showing off their kids: Even Kate 
Walsh is baby crazy and it sucks 
that her marriage just ended because 
she deserves them. Ricky Martin 
wants a daughter and Mark 
Wahlberg loves showing off his five 
year old daughter Ella Rae. Tis the 
season of celebrity children! 

Travolta Tragedy over New 
Years: John Travolta and Kelly 
Preston had a family vacation turn 
into a nightmare when their 16- 
year-old son Jett was found dead. 
The vacation was just a getaway for 
New Years Celebrations in the fam- 
ily's home at the Old Bahama Resort 
on Grand Bahama Island. It had 
been known that Jett had been ill for 
the past few years and suffered from 
seizures almost once a week. This 
condition caused the Travolta's to 
always travel with two nannies and 
Jett had a baby monitor in his room 
so the family would know he was 
okay. Jett was discovered uncon- 
scious in the family's bathroom and 
paramedics were called at 11:40 
a.m. on Jan. 2. The belief is that Jett 
had a seizure and hit his head on the 
bathroom sink. “He's my first, and 
he's my heart,” John once said about 
Jett, “he's a very special boy.” Jett 
was cremated and flown back home 
to Ocala, Fla. 

Paris and George get flirty: 
Paris Hilton and George Clooney 
have recently been seen rather flirty 
and intimate together as of late, but 
so far there are no reports of any- 
thing too serious going on, let alone 
of the want of anything too serious. 
It is rumored that after Clooney 
heard of Hilton and Benji Madden's 
split back in November, after nine 
months, he had mutual friends intro- 
duce the pair. If they do make some- 
thing serious out of this Clooney 
will be the oldest man Hilton has 
ever dated, but Clooney on the other 
hand is known for his taste for 
younger women. Onlookers say that 
Hilton was flirting with Clooney big 
time and Hilton's new BFF Brittany 
Flickenger, who tagged along for 
the two nights the pair were seen 
together, said, “George is a very 
funny man and has a great personal- 
ity. It was fun meeting him.” 

Lohan and her GF over?: The 
rumor mill can't make up its mind if 
Lindsay Lohan and Samantha 
Ronson have finally broken up. 


Ha 


Ronson confirmed to Scoop for 
“People” magazine that they had 
split up earlier this month, but on 
Jan. 5 Lohan spit out on a myspace 
blog “we did NOT break up.” It 
almost sounds like Lohan is in 
denial. A pal of the couple said, 
“Ronson and Lohan brought out the 
best in each other, now they just 
bring out the worst.” Even those 
close to Ronson insist that the rela- 
tionship is over. “She just wants her 
life back. She's ready to walk away 
from Lindsay's mad, mad world.” 
Be‘ore the “end” of the relationship 
the couple seemed to be always 
fighting. Lohan was seen more than 
once leaving places in tears after 
being with Ronson. Whether or not 
they are through is hard to tell, but 
how much more can they take? 
Lindsay Regrets party girl 
image: In what appears to be a 
moment of serious self-reflection, 
Lindsay Lohan tells Lauren Hutton 
in the new “Interview” magazine 
that her image as a hard-partying 
troublemaker may have cost her her 
career. “What hurts me the most is 
that I work just as hard as any other 
actress around my age, like Scarlett 
Johansson, but I just don't get the 
opportunities that they get because 


people are so distracted by the mess — 


that I created in my life. But that 
doesn't mean it's going to last forev- 
er.” Lindsay acknowledges that her 
reputation now precedes her in 
Hollywood. “I mean, people really 
have come to believe - directors, 
producers, agents, whoever it may 
be - that I started in this because I 
wanted to be a celebrity. But that 
was never my intention.”.In fact, 
Lindsay holds on to advice given to 
her by another young Hollywood 
star. “Heath Ledger once said, 'It's 
build-you-up to knock-you-down, 
and that's all it is. And you just have 
to see if you can stand through it.’” 

Ellen snags Clooney for show: 
Ellen DeGeneres, who made it her 
mission to snare actor George 
Clooney for her day time television 
show, finally has him on board. No 
lure worked until Clooney jumped 
at the chance to appear with 
Cincinnati Reds Hall of Famers 
Johnny Bench and Joe Morgan. 
DeGeneres had conducted a 
"George Watch '08" campaign to get 
Clooney. Her theme this year was " 
George Clooney Is Mine In '09." 
Clooney's "ER" co-star Noah Wyle 
told DeGeneres that some Big Red 
Machine players from the 1970s 
might pique Clooney's interest 
because he grew up around 
Cincinnati and is a big. Reds fan. 
Team executives helped line up the 
appearance by the baseball players. 

Another Patrick Swayze 
Scare: Patrick Swayze has been 
released from the hospital one week 
after checking himself in with pneu- 
monia, his publicist said Friday, Jan 
16. Publicist Annett Wolf would not 
elaborate on the actor's condition 
but told The Associated Press he "is 
well enough to have been released.” 
He is now resting at his Los Angeles 
home, Wolf said. Swayze, who has 
battled pancreatic cancer for the last 
year, checked himself into a hospital 
Jan. 9 for observation after contract- 
ing pneumonia. The 56-year-old 
announced last March he was suf- 
fering from a particularly deadly 
form of cancer. Some reports gave 
him only weeks to live, but his doc- 
tor said his situation was more opti- 
mistic. Swayze told ABC's Barbara 
Walters last week that his battle 
with cancer put him "through hell" 
while he pushed ahead on a new TV 
series. Swayze had been working on 


esy of img145.imageshack.us 


A trashed Lindsay Lohan not wearing any makeup 
before she started to regret the image that ruined her. 


a drama series "The Beast," which 
premiered this week on the A&E 
network. Producers have said they 
found out Swayze had cancer four 
hours after learning A&E had 
picked up the series. They also said 
filming was completed on all 
episodes of the first season and 
hoped Swayze could continue in the 
tole for a second season. In the 
series, he plays an FBI veteran who 
trains a rookie partner played by 
Travis Fimmel. 
Katie Holmes to remain on 
Broadway?: Katie Holmes just 
wrapped up a successful Broadway 
run in "All My Sons," but according 
to the New York Post, her first star 
turn on the Great White Way may 
not be her last. Katie reportedly 
attended an invitation-only reading 
of "Finding Neverland," the musical 
based on the 2004 film depicting the 
life of "Peter Pan" creator J.M. 
Barrie. She played the role of 
Barrie's wife, a role a source told 
the Post "isn't big, but. has a few 
nice moments" - including some 
singing. And Katie, the source 
added, "was very good." It wouldn't 
be her first time showing off her 
singing and dancing skills - Katie 
put them to use on her recent guest- 
spot on ABC's "Eli Stone" in 
October.But in the meantime, 
Katie's latest stage is the runway - 
she's currently appearing in a chic 
new fashion campaign for Miu Miu. 
Jamie Lynn Spears betrayed: 
For months, rumors have circulated 
that Casey Aldridge has cheated on 
Jamie Lynn, but no one has come 
forward to confirm them, until now. 
In an exclusive interview with “In 
Touch”, 28-year-old Kelli Dawson 
reveals that she and Casey, 19, were 
romantically involved, and were 
still sleeping together when Jamie 
Lynn, now 17, was six months preg- 
nant with his child. No fleeting 
hookup, Casey and Kelli's relation- 
ship was both real and lasting, and it 
grew in intensity, even as Jamie 
Lynn announced she was pregnant. 
And, Kelli says, they still meet up 
on a regular basis. “I see him all the 
time, at least once a week,” she 
shares. The pair first met in 
November 2006, at the home of her 
sister, Kim Toller. At the time, 
Casey was already dating Jamie 


/ 


Lynn, but the sexual chemistry. . 


between Casey and Kelli was 
instant. “We were both really 
attracted to each other,” Kelli 
reveals. “He totally instigated it and 


pursued me. His friends would tell 
me that he liked me, that he thought 
I was pretty.” The couple saw each 
other a few times and “kissed ran- 
domly,” but it wasn't really “hot and 
heavy,” Kelli admits, until the 
spring of 2007. Though Casey and 
Jamie Lynn were still involved, 
Kelli insists, “You never knew if 
they were broken up or not, because 
it changed from day to day!” 

Boy George goes to jail: 
Former pop star Boy. George, real 
name George O'Dowd, was sen- 
tenced today to 15 months in prison 
after being found guilty for falsely 
imprisoning’ and beating a 
Norwegian male escort, Audun 
Carlsen. “This offense is so serious 
that only an immediate sentence of 
imprisonment can be justified for 
it,” Judge David Radford declared. 
“Taking into account the aggravat- 
ing and such mitigating factors as 
there are, the sentence of the court is 
one of 15 months imprisonment.” 
The sentence was far longer than 
lawyers expected and several of 
George's family and friends started 
crying on hearing it, though he 
remained calm. His lawyer said 


in jail for assault and attempting to 
pervert the course of justice, has 
recently instructed a lawyer to file 
for divorce signaling the end of the 
couple's tumultuous union. But the 
singer is quoted in the U.K. newspa- 
per “The Sun” promising to fight 
that. "I still love my Blake. I won't 
let him divorce me," it quotes her as 
saying. And explaining her recent 
behavior that has seen her hanging 
out with a rugby player-turned-actor 
Josh Bowman, Winehouse, 25, says 
that doesn't mean she is not going to 
have "some fun" and a "good time.” 
She made her comments during her 
extended vacation in St. Lucia. In a 
break from her partying, she is pic- 
tured playing Scrabble as she chats 
about her life. And she says she 
loves Fielder-Civil "because he's 
just like me." "Blake is the male 
version of me. We're perfect for 
each other. I don't want to go back 
home to England. I want to wait for - 
Blake here," she is quoted saying. 
She says she has not been "doing 
drugs" and, speaking of Bowman, 
she added, "Josh was lovely. But it 
was a holiday thing. I ve got my 
Blake." Despite her vow, Fielder- 
Civil's family hope that the divorce 
ultimately will happen, with his 
mother . Georgette Civil telling 
“People” on Jan. 12, "It will go 
through this time, it will go ahead." 

Raven fights body image crit- 
ics: When she needs a self-esteem 
boost, Raven-Symoné can count on 
her biggest fan: her mom. "She'll 
call me and say, "You're very pretty,' 
" says the former “That's So Raven” 
star. "I'm like, 'Thanks, Mommy!’ 
and that's my confidence for the 
day." On Thursday, Jan. 22, the 
singer-actress will be helping to 
boost some of her young fans' con- 
fidence when she hosts a hundred 
11- and 12-year-old girls at a Dove- _ 
sponsored self-esteem workshop in — 
Cape May, N.J. "It's going to be so 
much fun," the 23-year-old, who's ~ 
been -working on her fifth album, 
tells “People.” "We want to build 


‘their self-esteem and give them 


tools to face the world the next day 
without us there." The singer- 
actress has experienced her share of 
criticism - especially from online 
"haters" for her body, which she's 
called "thick and fabulous." 


Courtesy of People.com. 


Amy Winehouse and her current husband Blake 


Fielder-Civil who got her into hard drugs. 
. George would probably spend six or 


seven months in prison. 

Amy Winehouse refuses to get 
divorced: Amy Winehouse has 
vowed she will not allow her hus- 
band to go ahead with his divorce 
plan. Blake Fielder-Civil, currently 


That's it for the most dramatic 
and newsworthy stories for the first 
part of Spring '09 gossip at NECC. I 
hope you enjoyed this issue and will. 
continue reading in the future for a | 
faster way for gossip than watching 
E! 
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When planning your will, 
spring for a proofreader 
= it’s a good investment. 


TRUE. But HE wRoTeE 
*CREAMED’ AND THE 
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> SNIFF < UNDERSTAND! 
HENRY WANTED ve Be 
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IRRECONCILABLE 
DIFFERENCE *# 7| 


FELL bb kbakakea 


RASS 


CREMATED... 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Dandies 
5 Rebounding 
yodel 
9 Goodyear 
airship 
14 Big pot of stew 
15 Lecture platform 
16 Chopper feature 
17 All aflutter 
18 Q-Tip, e.g. 
19 Mystery story? 
20 Bolivia’s largest 
city 
22 Olympic diver 
Greg 
24 Flour 
processors 
27 Golfer Ernie 
28 Elect (to) 
31 French part of 
South America 
32 Hunter’s quarry 
33 “Thus Spake 
Zarathustra” 
author 
35 Sailor’s milieu 
36 Puccini works 
37 Scorched 
40 Chasing game 
41 Metric measure 
44 Stratagem 
46 Not proper 
47 Not forthright 
48 Permit to 
49 Shark suckers 
51 To some extent 
54 Effrontery 
58 Hurler Ryan 
59 Small piece 
62 Installed, as 
carpet 
63 General 
direction 
64 Jacob’s twin 
65 Contemporary 
of Agatha 
66 Cattle groups 
67 Circus shelter 
68 Glimpsed 


DOWN 

1 Equine junior 

2 Gymnast Korbut 

3 Plunk 

4 Epic tales 

5 Bradley and 
Begley 

6 Raven's call 


DS) nN 
ie) 
a wo ne) 
— wo 
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7 Racetrack near 
Miami 
8 “Luther” 
dramatist 
9 Flatter oneself 
10 1970 Kinks hit 
11 Wanderers 
12 Alabama port 
13 Affectedly prim 
and proper 
21 Twist and turn 
23 Dos Passos 
work 
25 Needless 
activity 
26 Minor spasm 
28 Lennon’s lover 
29 Dickens hero 
30 Non-drinker 
32 Actress Gilpin 
34 Cafeteria need 
35 Ottoman bigwig 
37 S. African settler 
38 Sea wiggler 
39 Parched 
41 Israel’s 
parliament 
42 Huge 


Solutions 


43 Late July sign 

44 Slab under a 
pedestal 

45 Poe’s lost love 

46 Big pot 

50 Tennis star 
Monica 


ie sale 


= 
o 
ie) 
N 


52 Hourglass fill 
53 Conclusions 
55 Uncommon 
56 Depraved 

57 Biblical garden 
60 Singer Janis 
61 Deposit 
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Comic books treat depression 


Affordable books that 
will hook you in 


recessive times 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Welcome to 
the beginning 
of spring °09 
here at 
Northern Essex 
ommunity 
ie College. A 

imoment’s 
\ pause will 
aH make you real- 
ize that this is the only spring *09 
you’re ever going to get—so use it 
wisely! 

I remember the first article I 
wrote for Alternative Edge when I 
assumed position as the first (and 
probably only) Alternative Edge 
editor. It was around a year ago 
when I looked at my beautiful Mac 
computer (I’m a Mac guy) and said, 
“Oh god, what am I going to do?” 

I thought that with this being 
my last semester on the Observer 
and at Northern Essex I would 
reflect on my first issue of the 
newspaper with a like-minded arti- 
cle that resonates with the current 


state of affairs in the United States. 

My first article dealt with find- 
ing an alternative pastime during 
the WGA Writer’s Strike. Anyone 
who is faithful to Alternative Edge 
knows I have a sad obsession with 
comic books and tried to persuade 
as many people to turn off their 
tubes and open their <insert comic 


book-related term that rhymes with= 


“tube” here> 

Long story short: Let’s look at 
reading material for you to enter- 
tain yourself with when the cost of 
everything else is kind of screwy— 
and expensive! 

Even reading material can be 
expensive so if you were going for 
the prose novel angle I’d recom- 
mend longer novels. Bookstores 
such as Barnes & Noble and 
Borders give comfortable seating 
areas where you can browse poten- 
tial purchases. I'd recommend sit- 
ting down and reading the first few 
pages or a chapter to find out if a 
book hooks you. 

1. “Pride of Baghdad” — 
Created by Brian K. Vaughan and 
Niko Henrichon. This graphic 
novel details the anthropomorphic 
adventures of four lions that escape 
from the Baghdad zoo during 
Operation: Iraqi Freedom. Based 
off a real event during the first days 


of bombing in Baghdad oh so long 
ago, Vaughan gives the lions the 
talking animal treatment. as they 
make their way through the city and 
face a variety of situations. It’s 
beautifully rendered by Henrichon 
and gives a wildly different per- 
spective on the beginning of a con- 
troversial war. Find for $12.99 or 
less (more if you buy the hardcov- 


holding out for his girlfriend 
Cassie, who is doing aid work in 
Africa. Things begin to spiral out of 
control, which leads Adam into 
some unusual, uncomfortable situa- 
tions that turn his existence on its 
ear. Find Volume One (of Four) for 
$9.99 or less! ‘ 

3. “Planetary” — Created by 
Warren Ellis and John Cassaday. 


This irreverent series starring a slacker 
reminiscent of America’s love for the dead- 


beat. .. Seth Rogen. 


-From Scott Pilgrim 


er)! 

2. “American Virgin” — 
Created by Steven T. Seagle and 
Becky Cloonan. This book isn’t for 
everyone. I enjoyed its subversive 
nature in the same vein as popular 
shows like “Weeds” and 
“Californication,” but my girlfriend 
didn’t care for it, so as far as I know 
it has one detractor. It follows the 
life of Adam Chamberlain, the 
young rock star of Christianity and 
abstinence traveling the country 
and preaching about the lord. He’s 


This series (reads better in collect- 
ed editions) details the adventures 
of Elijah Snow, Jakita Wagner and 
the Drummer (bears a resemblance 
to the artist), three “archeologists 
of the impossible.” They investi- 
gate and uncover different artifacts 
that relate to popular culture (not 
just comic books). In one issue they 
venture to Monster Island (like in 
Godzilla) and another pays homage 
to classic martial arts films. The 
central storyline is much deeper 
than that and I think anyone who 


gives the story a chance will 
become entranced by its uncanny 
ability to turn pop absurdity into a 
relevant, complex world.. Find 
Volume One (of Four) for $15.99 or 
less! d 

4. “The Losers” — Created by 
Andy Diggle and Jock. This high- 
octane action adventure follows the 
exploits of a former Special Forces 
team called the Losers as they are ~ 
betrayed by their CIA handler and 
then set up counter operations that 
undermine CIA operations led by 
their former handler. Obstacles 
include a secret CIA death list, 
which has the best of the best out to 
stop them. If you like “Die Hard” 
with sprinkles of espionage then 
this is your book. Find Volume One 
(of Five) for less than $10! 

5. “Scott Pilgrim” — Created 
by Bryan Lee O’Malley. This irrev- 
erent series starring a slacker remi- 
niscent of America’s love for the 
deadbeat everyman in Seth Rogen 
mixes Western and Eastern sensi- 
bilities of storytelling to craft a sar- 
donic tale about a young man’s 
quest to win the heart of a girl by 
defeating her ex-boyfriends among 
other odd adventures. Charming 
and surprisingly humorous, this 
book really has to be experienced in 
my opinion. Find it for $11.95! 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - Image: At the 
bottom of a huge nest, a 
small blue egg Message: 
New love Over the next 
few days loved ones may begin an 
almost four month period of active 
participation, revised social activities 
and family involvement. Allow social 
and romantic improvements to devel- 
op at their own pace: for many Aries 
natives group invitations and renewed 
trust will soon ensure lasting success. 
After Friday stay focused on small 
financial details and last minute busi- 
ness information. Rare breakthroughs 
and surprising opportunities are likely: 
remain alert. 


Ale 


Aries 


3 TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Image: On the 
edge of a ruler, tiny lines 
and grooves Message: 
Reliable measures Financial habits are 
highlighted early this week. Monday 
through Wednesday expect relatives 
and close friends to gently probe for 
detailed explanations or official docu- 
ments. Don't be unnerved: before mid- 
February loved ones may need to feel 
more in control of practical decisions. 
After mid- week plan unique romantic 
encounters or initiate private discus- 
sions with a lover or friend. Quick 
insights and new intimacy are avail- 
able: make sure loved ones understand 


your long-term goals. 
fl June 21) - Image: At the 
: kitchen table, a_ cat 
Gemini sprawled across the mom- 
ing newspaper Message: 
Asking for attention Romantic part- 
ners may soon press for concrete com- 
mitments. Early this week expect 
loved ones to be highly motivated to 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


improve family life or expand their 
emotional security. Both are positive 
but may also be momentarily bother- 
some: watch for fast proposals and 
intense emotions. Wednesday through 
Saturday many Geminis may feel 
unnecessarily drawn into a business 
dispute or private social triangle. 
Minor tensions will escalate and then 
quickly fade: stay balanced. 
' CANCER (June 22- 
eaten re) July 22) - Image:. Five 
swans gliding across a 
Cancer misty lake Message: Calm 
reactions Subtle jealousies or private 
agendas may now cause workplace 
irritation. Over the next six days 
expect younger colleagues to ask for 
greater responsibility, challenge the 
advice of authority figures or assume a 
leadership role. Avoid confrontation, if 
possible: at present youthful pride will 
bring confusion. After Thursday 
respond quickly to a new romantic 
overture or sudden flirtation. Someone 
close may now be studying your 
habits, ideals and reactions: expect 
minor outbursts. 


fe 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
- Image: In an abandoned 
safety deposit box, a heart- 
shaped locket Message: 
Hidden value Love rela- 
tionships will now take on a serious or 
committed quality. Early this week 
expect both romantic partners and 
trusted family members to be highly 
focused on long-term obligation and 
increasing home security. Single Leos 
can expect a variety of intriguing invi- 
tations. Remain dedicated to strong 
social ethics and all will soon work to 
your advantage. Friday through 
Sunday rest and evaluate career goals. 
Positive business new will soon arrive: 


remain determined. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 


ih) Sept. 22) - Image: After a 
summer rain, fluttering 
Yugo sparrows in a birdbath 


Message: Enjoying the 
moment Colleagues and work partners 
will now favor an individual approach 


‘to work projects. Avoid public or team 
’ discussions, if possible: over the next 


few days group participation may 
prove difficult. After Wednesday 
social invitations will be delightful. 
This is the right time to expand key 
relationships, initiate new family 
schedules or plan complex celebra- 
tions. Late this weekend find positive 
ways to’ involve younger relatives: 
someone close may feel misunder- 


stood or withdrawn. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
( ) 23) - Image: Buried deep 


underground, a dusty 
parchmient scroll Message: 
Secret knowledge Gossip 
and romantic speculation will provide 
intriguing moments this week. Late 
Monday afternoon expect a close 
friend to reveal an ongoing attraction, 
complex social triangle or private love 
affair. Rare complications or compet- 
ing love interests will soon demand a 
delicate balanced. Refuse to pick sides 
or act as mediator, however: unusual 
reactions to new information may be 
an ongoing theme. After Friday ask a 
close relative for business advice: 


much wisdom is available. 
Nov. 22) - Image: High 
overhead, a tight formation 


Scorpio of airplanes Message: 
Precision Business officials 


may now outline unrealistic time 


Libra 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


schedules or flawed assignments. 


’ Respond with an honest and detailed 


description of all possibilities. Before 
next week authority figures may feel a 


strong need to be informed of lagging | 


resources, potential mistakes and 
ongoing limits. Don't disappoint. After 
Thursday family alliances may shift. 
Romantic decisions, repeated social 
patterns and private opinions may all 
be accented. Stay alert: new informa- 
tion will prove critical. 


‘ SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 

Image: After a long win- 
ittavins tT, crocuses — poking 
; through the earth 
Message: Impending bloom An unex- 
pected flirtation may this week capti- 
vate your thoughts. Early Tuesday 
afternoon someone close may reveal a 
special interest in private family 
events, home planning or social habits. 
Many Sagittarians will now attract 
romantic invitations- from unlikely 
sources. Wait, however, for obvious 
signals: public affections will soon 
inspire acceptance from colleagues or 
trusted friends. Late this weekend rest 
and pamper the body: physical energy 


may be low. 
© 22-Jan. 20) - Image: In a 
: crowded church, a joyful 
Capricorw and lively choir Message: 
Bold voices Past family history and 
repeated home patterns are highlighted 
this week. Respond to new emotions 
by confidently stating your opinion: 
this is the right time to bring clarity to 
yesterday's social events or ongoing 
expectations. Be expressive: all is 
well. After Thursday many Capricorns 
will encounter an unusual or highly 
emotional workplace dispute. Key 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


issues may involve past loyalties, 
revised instructions or scheduling. 
Remain diplomatic: bosses will not 


provide direction. 
- AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
VN Feb. 19) - Image: A magni- 
~ fying glass and an open 
Aquarius book Message: Important — 


words Detailed agreements. ~ 
and short-term contracts may this 
week require careful scrutiny. 


Thoroughly check records, facts or 
figures for costly errors. Some 


Aquarians will now need to retum to. 


outdated documents to prove their 
employment or financial history. Go 
slow. Wednesday through Friday 
social relationships are changing: 
expect a trusted friend to reveal an 
unexpected family or romantic prob-. 
lem. Offer encouragement: your sug- 
gestions and insights will prove 
invaluable. 


H 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Image: At the 
top of the hill, a young boy - 
with a trumpet Message: 
Sounding the alarm 
Consistency in the workplace is now 
vital. After Tuesday expect colleagues 
to rely heavily on predictable respons- 
es to controversy. Over the next few 
days group relations and bold opinions 
may be unnecessarily dramatic: find 
positive and helpful ways to privately 
settle ongoing disputes. Later this 
week a new friend or potential lover 
may demand greater involvement in 
your private life. Family celebrations, 
group events and home planning are 
all accented: stay focused. 

DISCLAIMER: These are actu- 
ally the horoscopes from the week of 
Jan. 12., dont make any life changing 
decisions based on them for this week. 
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Called to the Hall 


Jim Rice will finally 
be inducted into 
Baseballs Hall of Fame 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


After 14 years of 
waiting, former Red 
Sox. legend Jim Rice 
will finally be inducted 
into the prestigious 
Baseball Hall of Fame 
in his final year of eli- 
gibility. After falling 
just 16 votes short of 
the 75 percent require- 
ment. on the Baseball 
Writers Association of 
America ballot in 2008, Rice appeared on 
412 ballots this year at 76.4 percent, mak- 
ing the cut by 7 votes. And it couldn’t have 
come at a better time, the BBWAA only 
allows for 15 years of eligibility and this 
_-was Jim’s final chance. Alongside the for- 

mer Sox leftfielder will be another former 
Sox leftfielder, Rickey Henderson, who 
played 72 games with the Red Sox back in 
2002. The stolen base king of baseball ran 
up the votes as his name appeared on 96.4 
percent of all ballots, 511 votes. 

It was believed to be a long time com- 
ing through the Red Sox organization that a 
_player with the caliber of Jim Rice would 
make it to the Hall of Fame. For the most 
part his numbers were enough to do all the 
talking. He joined the team in late 
September of ‘74 and became a full time 
starter in “75 when he hit .309, went yard 
22 times and drove in 102 runs. He made 
an instant impact despite losing out on the 
Rookie of the Year and MVP honors to 
teammate Fred Lynn. He hit over 20 home 
runs 11 different times over his career, had 
over 100 runs batted in eight different 
times not to mention being elected an eight 
time All-Star. Rice also hit 39 or more 


home runs four different times, more than 
any other player in the American League 
during his reign until ‘89. The most impres- 
sive season Rice has was in 1978 when he 
hit .315 with 213 hits, 15 triples, 46 home 
runs, 139 RBI’s and 406 total bases. That’s 
like having the ability to hit the ball like 
Dustin Pedroia who has 213 hits in his 
2008 MVP season, with the power of David 
Ortiz. 

Former teammate, fellow baseball ana- 
lyst and Hall of Famer Dennis Eckersley 
called it, “the most dynamic offensive year 
of anyone I’ve ever played with.” 

So why did it take so long for Jim Rice 
to be inducted into the Hall of Fame if he 
was as good as his numbers, which don’t 
lie, make him out to be? He never hit the 
milestone numbers of 3,000 hits or 400 
home runs, but that’s not the main reason. 
Rice supposes it was his relationship with 
the media that had him blacklisted for so 
long. As the man wearing the embroidered 
“C” on his jersey, he felt more was asked of 
him than he could deliver on. 


“The thought if you were the captain of | 


the ballclub, you were supposed to speak 
for upstairs and management and the play- 
ers. I spoke for the players but I did not 
speak for management or the coaching staff 
or upstairs... Maybe they thought I was 
arrogant,” Rice said. 

Nevertheless, Red Sox management 
doesn’t take arrogance into account when 
they retire jersey numbers at Fenway Park. 

In a statement issued by Red Sox 
President/CEO Larry Lucchino congratu- 
lating the slugger, he remarked, “Don’t be 
surprised if Rice’s Number 14 joins 9 
(Williams) and 8 (Yastrzemski) on the right 
field fagade during the 2009 season.” 

No Boston player has worn the number 
14 since Rice. 

Rice has been working with the Red 
Sox ever since his retirement, as a hitting 
coach for a few years and now as an analyst 
on the pregame and postgame shows. On 
July 26, he joins the cream of the crop, the 
best of the best, being welcomed inside the 
house of legends as he takes his place in 
Cooperstown, inside -Baseball’s Hall of 
Fame. 


Courtesy of SportsIllustrated.com 
Jim Rice was no stranger to climbing the Green Monster at 
Fenway Park. He hit 383 home runs over a 15 year career, played 
entirely with the Red Sox. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1. Who is the oldest player to pitch a perfect 
game? 


2. Who won Baseball’s National League MVP 
| award 
from 2001-2004? 


3. Which NBA player scored 100 points on 
March 2, 1962? 


4. Which NFL team won the 2001 Superbowl? 


5. Where is the football Hall of Fame located? 
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Just 2’4 hours from your college is 

a student-oriented university with a 
strong sense of community, devoted 
to academic excellence. Our majors 
include nationally ranked programs in 
business, health sciences, liberal arts 


and sciences, and communications. 


And we're committed to using the 


credits you've already earned. 

Visit www.quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and - 


the career you want. 
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It will be a long time until students are sunning themselves in 
these chairs outside the library. 


¢ Jolie Varaepioe 
Heavy machinery cleans up the snow from the walk- 
ways of the quad. 


Julie Varney photo 
Despite the surrounding scenery, this is indeed the 


spring semester. 


Icy conditions force the closure of the staircase 
between B and C buildings. _ sep , 


